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Students told to know strides in bioinformatics

Special Correspondent

SIVAGANGA: A three-day national workshop on “Application on Molecular
Modelling and Structural Bioinformatics” organised by the Department of
Bioinformatics, Alagappa University, Karaikudi in association with
SCHRODINGER, USA, began at Karaikudi on Wednesday.

In her welcome address, A. Shenbagavalli, Registrar in-charge, stressed that
students should equip themselves to update the recent developments in
Bioinformatics and they had to strengthen their creativity in thinking and
learning so that they could update the recent developments in life sciences.
She further said that the recent developments in Bioinformatics were the felt
need for the development of molecular modelling and drug discovery.

S. Sudalaimuthu, Member of Syndicate, who presided over the function, said
that the efforts made by the Vice-Chancellor, P. Ramasamy, in establishing
four new departments in life sciences, viz.,, Animal Health and Management,
Bioinformatics, Biosensors and Bioelectronics and Nanoscience and
Technology was appreciable.

It would strengthen research activities in the emerging fields of life sciences in
the Alagappa University.

Molecular modelling

In his keynote address Mukesh Doble, Department of Biotechnology, Indian
Institute of Technology, Madras, said that the importance of the molecular
modelling in drug discovery and design have been felt by scientists and
others.

There was a need for human expertise to make use of computational tools in
drug discovery and the significance of computer aided drug discovery that
could help in the design and development of better and safer drugs for
treatment of all diseases of mankind.

Objective of the workshop

R. Raghu, Director, Business Development, Schrodinger, USA, said that the

objective of the workshop was to provide hands-on-training to the faculty
members, scholars and scientists across the university in the emerging new
areas of science and technology in the field of bioinformatics with emphasis
on drug discovery and design.

M. Selvam, Member of Syndicate, Sanjeev Kumar Singh, Head (in-charge),
Department of Bioinformatics and others spoke.
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